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What King Edward and Emperor 
William Might Have Done. 

Emperor William of Germany, after a month's 
sojourn in England, left for home December 11. On 
departing he expressed the hope that his visit might 
have contributed to foster friendly feeling between 
Great Britain and Germany. In many conversations 
with members of his entourage he laid much em- 
phasis upon the necessity of friendship between the 
two countries. " We cannot afford to quarrel," he 
said. " I hope I have made it clear that my feeling 
toward England is one of affection." 

In these and similar utterances, both in public 
speeches and in private conversations, the Emperor 
tried to convince the English people that he and 
his country were not only not desirous of picking a 
quarrel with Great Britain, but sincerely hoped that 
their peaceful relations might never be broken. 
There is no doubt that he was entirely sincere in 
these expressions. Nobody accuses William the 
Second of duplicity of speech. 

It is to be hoped, that the Times, and other Eng- 
lish journals, which have been systematically nag- 
ging Germany of late, may be stirred to some sense 
of shame and self-respect by these frank and manly 
words of the Kaiser. It required no little self- 
possession and genuine courage in him, as well as 
an unusual desire for peace, to declare himself as he 
did, when he must have had burning in his soul the 
reproaches and maledictions of a certain section of 



the English press, which had been daily belched forth 
up to the very moment when he arrived in London. 
If he had not known something of the irresponsi- 
bility of the press as exemplified by certain sheets 
in his own country, he probably would never have 
gone to England at all. 

Not all of the British journals, to be sure, have 
followed the lead of the Times. There are a few, 
like the Manchester Guardian and the London Trib- 
une, which have spoken steadily with genuine 
respect and appreciation of Germany, and have 
pleaded in the strongest terms for a true entente 
cordiale between the two nations. It is probably 
literally true, as Sir William Randal Cremer has 
declared, that if the press of the two countries could 
be muzzled for six months, all the bad feeling be- 
tween them would disappear. 

King Edward's conduct during Emperor William's 
visit, like that of the people in general, was just as 
noble and sincere on his part as that of the Kaiser 
on his. He showed himself again the true Peace- 
maker. Of this the German Emperor must have 
gone away absolutely assured, and he probably saw 
beneath the surface that a large majority of intel- 
ligent Englishmen had no sympathy with the base 
insinuations and mischief-making fulminations of the 
Times and its supporters. 

But whatever important abatement of the bad feel- 
ing between the two countries may have been brought 
about by the personal relations, the public utterances 
and the praiseworthy conduct of the two rulers, the 
real cause of the difficulty has been left untouched ; 
and so long as no attempt is made to remove this 
cause, both Kaiser and King will have preached 
practically in vain good feeling and trustful relations. 
The Kaiser back in Germany will urge on with all 
his personal magnetism the increase of the German 
navy. King Edward's government, on its side, will 
continue to lay down the keels of new Dreadnaughts, 
and thus naval rivalry, with the suspicions and 
alarms inevitably growing out of it, will quickly wipe 
out practically all of the good effects of the royal 
visits and speeches. 

The mischief-making newspapers in the two coun- 
tries, concentrating in themselves the popular dis- 
trust and fear engendered by the rivalry in naval 
extension, and seasoning these with their own greed 
of gain, will continue to talk mysteriously of " inva- 
sions " and " surprises " and the " smashing of fleets," 
and by their tirades of suspicion and abuse will keep 



